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Panel Opens Drive to Reverse 
Ruling on Newsroom Searches 


' 


jm 

A Senate panel opened a campaign 
yesterday to reverse the Supreme 

Court ruling that permits police to ob- — : - 

tain warrants for unannounced support.;, from House members and 

searchers of a newsroom for evidence senators ranging from very liberal 


governmental abuse of . our right to 
privacy." 

Proposals to overturn the ruling 
through new federal law have drawn, 
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of crimes unrelated to the news or- 
ganization. 

One month and a day after the Su- 
preme Court handed down the Stand- 
ford Daily decision, the Senate Judiciary 
Subcommittee, chaired by Sen. Birch 
Bayh (D-Ind.) ; began hearings on pro- 
posals to limit police access to news- 
papers offices. 

In its ruling, the high court said 
news organizatons .have no special ex 


emption from search warrants issued j mp0 sed rigorous limits on seen 
by local magistrates or judges at the federa i search warrants for ' news 
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request of police. 

Critics said, the ruling will permit 
‘ politicians under investigation by a 
newspaper to obtain a search warrant 
from a friendly judge and cut short 
journalistic efforts to expose public 
wrongdoing. 

Bayn, who is proposing sharp limits 
on searches of all homes or business 
•of persons not suspected of crimes, 
said the Standford Daily ruling “has 
left us with a serious potential for 


very conservative V, 

Among those testifying: in support 
of new limits pn local and federal 
Search warrants were Republican 
Sens. Bob Dole of Kansas and John 
Heinz of Pennsylvania, and Reps. Rob- 
ert F. Drinan (D-Mass.), and Andrew 
Jacobs Jr. (D-ind.), and Dsnfurth 
Quayle (R-Ind.). 

Assistant Attorney General Desig- 
nate Philip Heymann testified yester- • 
day that the Justice Department has a 
imposed rigorous limits on seeking 
federal search warrants for news or- x 
ganizations. Beyond that, he said, 
there is an extensive study underway 
of the national impact of the Stanford 
ruling. 

Among representatives urging pas-,, 
sage of a limit on police searches of 
newsrooms were Julian Goodman, 
chairman of the NBC television 
network; William Small, news direc- 
tor of CBS; Grant Dillman, Washing- 
ton bureau chief of United Press In- 
ternational. \ 




